206      THE SEQUEL OF APPOMATTOX

too; awful; a hell of a one; . . . inflammatory and
game, too. ... It was enough to provoke the
devil. Did all the mischief he could ... I tell
you, that old fellow is a hell of an old rascal."

For a time the white churches were annoyed by
intrusions of strange blacks set on by those who
were bent on separating the races. Frequently
there were feuds in white or black congregations
over the question of joining some Northern body.
Disputes over church property also arose and con-
tinued for years. Lakin, referred to above, was
charged with "stealing" negro congregations and
uniting them with the Cincinnati Conference with-
out their knowledge. The negroes were urged to
demand title to all buildings formerly used for ne-
gro worship, and the Constitutional Convention
of Alabama in 1867 directed that such property
must be turned over to them when claimed.

The agents of the Northern churches were not
greatly different from other carpetbaggers and
adventurers taking advantage of the general con-
fusion to seize a little power. Many were un-
scrupulous; others, sincere and honest but narrow,
bigoted, and intolerant, filled with distrust of
the Southern whites and with corresponding
confidence in the blacks and in themselves. The